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July 22, 2010

SWIMMING POOL:

We hope to have the pool fully open for your enjoyment by Friday.  Last Wednesday it became obvious we had an algae problem and it turned out to be mustard algae, which is particularly hard to get rid of.  The root cause is the extreme dry weather has enabled this algae to grow on the tree leaves and then the rain rinsed it into the pool.  That might not have been a problem except the pool water temperature is quite elevated by the continuing hot weather.  We have made progress and are correcting some equipment deficiencies.  

Our regular pool people came Thursday and treated with chlorine which gets rid of most algae.  The pool was vacuumed several times.  These actions had little or no effect. 

Monday morning we still had significant green and also yellow-green growth on the sides.  A pool service company was called, came within an hour and tested the water.  Chemicals and pH were not out of line.  The problem was identified to be mustard algae.  It is a particularly nasty algae and regular chlorine treatments at normal concentrations will not stop it.  The pool company treated the pool including behind the lights and inside the ladder with copper sulfate.  After vacuuming Tuesday, a significant problem remained.  It was then treated with another chemical.  It was also pointed out to us that floats etc. need to be rinsed with chlorox solutions and some spots on the deck with algae need to be treated – we have done this and discarded excess and broken pool toys. 

With all this algae, pressure drop did not increase across our sand filter which indicated it is not filtering out the algae.  The pool company set up a portable filtration system which will need to run 18-24 hours.  During this time, the pool cannot be used because there are pipes, cords and high vacuum involved!  Hopefully Thursday afternoon they can move the portable filter inside the pump room and connect it into our system.  The pool will then be clear and great for swimming and relaxing.

Next week we will replace the sand in the filter.  It has a 5-year life and probably has not been changed in the 20 years the pool has been operating.  We will also correct problems in the pump strainer and the main valve.

On top of these problems, umbrellas were left up Sunday evening.  The wind in the storm flipped the glass topped umbrella table shattering the glass into the pool.  We believe most of the glass has been vacuumed from the pool but urge you to be on the lookout.  Please lower the umbrellas when you leave.

We hope to have the pool in top shape soon.  We are working very diligently.
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